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ABRIEF HISTORY OF THE BRONTE WHEEIERS C.C.

In 192% a small group of cycling enthusiasts living in the Mytholmes and
Oakwor th districts of the Worth Valley.got together to form a cycling club.

The first secretary was Bill Leeming shortly to be replaced by Sid Peacock
vho was to hold the post for more than twenty years.Their choice of title was
the logical outcome of the fact that most of the maibajs lived within a short
distance of the vicarage home of the famous Bronte family.

The membership Iincreased rapidly, a strong contingent Jjolning f{rom the
Silsden,Crosshills.Cowling area.The acquizition of a clubroom above the premises
of Joe Frobisher's cycle shop in Cross Roads pave a further boost to
recruitment,.and by the timeof the mlddle and late thirtlies membership was over
the century mark.Indeed 1 remember occasional club runs which formed such a long
crocodile that the members were requested by the pollce to split in three groups
in order to assist motorists to overtake them. Happy days!.There were less than
o million moterists.and more than 11 million cycllists in the country at that
time. Time trialling was the only form of racinz on the road in those days,and
the new club soon began 10 make 1ts mark in this sphere.In 1932, the course
record for the local 2b miles time trial course was | hr.ll mins.held by one
DonaGig)Lee.Many readers will know that Donald 1s still an active cyclist
although now about 83 vears of age. In the Bronte club 25 of 1932.three rlders
broke this record,all three achieving the sensatlonal times of lhr.S8mins.The
writer made his time trial debut in this event,at the tender age of 16.and as he
came in O5th with a time of 1:14:35 winning 2nd Handicap and Fastest Novice,he
was regarded as a very promising young rider.Unfortunately, he never kept his
promises!

This 2% was the first Indication of the timendous successes which were to
follow in the competitive sphere in the next six years,only brought to' an
untimely end bythe looming war clouds of 1939. '

In a brief history such as thls,only the merest outline of these successes
can be given,but here are some of the high-lights. In the Best-All-Rounder
E&tﬂsl.a National competition decided by individual average spoed over the three
distances of 50 mlles,|00 miles, and 12 hours,the Bronte Wheelers in 1936 had
Norman Hey in 8th place,Harry Mc kechnie in 104th place.Ken Roblnson in 120th
place and were 9th in the team contest.In 1937,we had Hey in Sth place.Reuben
Firth in 13th place,Robinson in 32nd place and Mc Kechnie in 61st being third in
the team contest.Iln (9J8,we had Hey again in 5th place, Firth in 6th place and
Norman Read in Sth,Robinson in 40th & Ackroyd and A.Granger in 162nd and 160th
respectively. (remember that there were hundreds of time t;lallistﬂ competing
in this contest,only those who exceeded an average speed of 20 m.p.h.were
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published and received an illuminated certificate.The first iwelve in the
individual contest were natlonal heroes to the cyeling world and In January of
the following vyear.at the B.A.R. Concert,they appeared on the platform of the
Albert Hall in London to be presented with their medals and the Team Shield,and
to be applauded and feted by thousands of eyclists.(the Albert Hall was filled
lo capacity on these occasions).In 1938, the Bronte Whs.had THREE men in the
first twelve and won the team shield with a record averapge speed.Furthermore,we
had a second team of three riders in 19th positlon.

There were no itime trial champlonships In those davs,but the de faclo
championship at the 100 miles distance was undoubtedly the Bath Road 100.held on
the Bath FRoad on August Bank Holiday Monday every year.Competilineven to enter
this evant was very fierce.(l was usually In the tirst dozen in Ist class open
100s in Yorkshire,but only just achieved a qualifying time).In 1934, in the Bath

Road 100.the Hronie Whs.took all three medal winning places.R.Firth won the
pvant with a time of 4:26:15;N.Hey was second with 4:28:42 and Bernard Rangeley
was third with 4:29:22,41] three riders inside the "magic”™ 4% hr. barrier. The

team aggregate was a record breakingone which was to stand for many years.Team
record breaking was not new (o the club.Firth.ley, and Kien Robinson had set up a
new 100 aggregate two vyears earlier up at Tees-side.and Hoy,Bobinson and the

writer had broken the 12 hour team record in 1437,.only Lo have 11 superceded in
same event by the Yorkshire R.C.

The onset of the Second Woirld War brought all this glory to an abrupt and
‘premature end in 19%939,the H.A.R. was cancelled for the year with Norman Hey
lying in second place. and polsed to take the lead position.

e secret of the club's successes may have been in the rlgorous programme of
training which we imposed upon ourselves In the first hall of evary year.
Norman Hey blossomed out f{rom very average beginnings Into being one of the
leading riders in the country at 100 miles and 12 hours.lis best 12 of 247 miles
in 1938 would still be a source of pride to many riders 50 vears later.Reuben
Firth was a prolific winner of events at 25.50. and 100 miles, but much less
happy at 12 hours. One of our most promising young rlders was Geoff Burgess.who
at |8 years old broke the course record on the 50 course on the A.1 at Wetherby
with a time of 2:7:20,wlnning the event by nearly two minutes. Norman Read and
Bernard Rangeley were frequent event winners or highly placed (our top men
tended to avold one another in evenls,to some extent so Lhat they could each
win!) They were all nobly supported by a thiong of ,perhaps less rapid
performers,but although many of these could have beenfCfub Champlon In most of
the surrounding clubs, the thought of leaving the Brontes for thils Bphemreral fame
never entered the heads of any of them. - :
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The Bronte training ¢lubruns were the talk of local cyelists.Many o lad wostl 1d ’
boast,”1 stayed with the Hronte training run (rom kelghley 1o Skipton"ibut the |
supermen were heading much,much further afield than Skipton.Koighley to Bowness
in 3 hours,63 miles on low fixed gears!,was on o sear Lhat remains in oy
memory.Middleton- in-Teesdale for lunch followed Ly a circuit thro' Kirby Stephen
and Kendal{a distance wall over 160 miles)was another ALl these rides were
totally without quarter f[or those who fell by the wavside,and many a tale of '
sponies endured was poured out by Stragglers as :nhk.inllwdl:ntn the lunch or
tea place.Only one of our lady members had tho puts and ability 1o take part in l
these bashes.This was Fdith Smith.botter knogn as "Dolly' because of her china
blue eyes and flaxen halr.She invariably rolled inta the stopaling place Juskt as )
weé were leaving,and in splte of our unchivalrous Jdepat ture.she persisted.and !
usually comploted the run albeit often some hours after we had reached home.for
her also the training paid off.She became one of the best 12 hour tiders amongst
the Yorkshire ladies with a best distance of 212 miles.

The term'chaln xang"was Liivented by one of 1the Bronrte riders.hien Robinson,or
Scarri as lie was usually called (because he used 1o propel a parrier bicycle
around the town.delivering goods for Scarr's Stores. jwas th e self-appointed
clown ol the clubzand a proper nuisapce he was during Suturday nights in the
digs when we more dedicated souls were frving Lo get some sleep In preparation A
for herolc etforts the following morning. Scaril acluallw hcunma.a cyeling clown
when he retired from racing and he appearcd scoveral times on T.V.riding
unicycles and other weird cyeling devices which wore of ten the product of his
own brain and hand

The wmajority of the club rlders were of lmmodiate military age and once the
War was ostablished, they rapidly disappepared to the [our corners of the earth
leaving the two or three members who were in "reserved occupations”to keep Che
club  Flag Flving and to take on the health-undoermining task of entertaining
their military and naval club-mates (who wore usually in much better training
for drinking)when 1they came,onc by one, home on  lesve. [t is probably not
true,but the writer seems Lo rocall being eontinuously inchriatod in the
cvenines from 1939% to 1%45,due to the onerous duties of maintalning military

morale of the combatants home on lnafe+wa usually sald when they arrived,'How
¥ L]
nice 1o see you.whenare you going back?

At the war clouds finally relled awap, and the lads returned home Lo many

vears of hardship and deprivation due to ratiening and ciher shorlages.we slowly

:4 gathered up the remsnants of our club.Many of our ride:ss never raced again.the
;, task of finding fliness again after years ol no cyellng pruv?d too much for
1 them. Except for a foew,they were replaced by o new. generation  of club

-: members.One wonders what  plories were stolen from us by the war.For three of
;4 them, more than glory was stolen.Bert Banyapd.Arthur Pinchbeck and Teddy Rees

35t their lives during the six years of madnesd. . 3
s




The history of the Club in the period Immediately after theknd nqgj
hostilities is difflicull to racord.Any tecords which survive are few in
number and reliance on my own and olher's memory ls risky after the
passing of forty years.Howsver,lo A certaln extent, thls ls what has to be
done. A 1e-union dance was held at Lees Councll School in MNovember
1948,and Club Dinners wele held in 19%1.1%52.and 1953.all wall attended
by pre-war members and by more recent recrul ts,although many of the older
members were now pre-occupled with family concerns and did littie LIf any
cyeling. A Club'25' was held In 1546 and gulite éfuw‘uf the returned pre-
war riders"had a go".l well recall the consternatlon amongst almost all
of them as they examined the fFini ewhing s2heal which told them 1n no
yncertain terms of the passage ol yvaars,and the luss of fliness. One
= gaid in a horror-strlcken vojea,"l ‘dldn’ Lhink 1t was possible for
anyone only to do a 1319 when he was really trying.but I wasy and 1 ha?ef
Almest all of them were elght o ten mlonules glower than they had
expected.and some never gol ovel the shouk. The event was won by Reuben
Firth,who had kept pretly fit Loy runnling and other spoaris on-a land
based'ship'once the Armistice had ended his risky ogecupation as Naval
signaller on the Norih Atlantic convoys. His time of 1:6:45 was qulte

! good, considering the hilly course.

Reuben had marrled a Manchester girl,and was now living there. Some
time later,he wrote to tell us that he had reluctantly flecided to ride
for the Altr;ncham Ravens C.C.but he maintained his contacts with the

Hrontes by mutual exchange of vizits. An many readers will know,he liad a

i second successful carecr as a Raven. He was the lirst man to beal Zhr.for
E 50 miles on Northern roauds.won the Anfleld'100'in record breaking
time.was Natlonal Champion at'25"'50 and ‘100" miles.breaking Comp.Record
at the latter distance,and appearedin the first twelve of the B.AR.for
spyveral more years. What a pliy his wife Phyl was not a Yorkshire lass!.
New riders were now appearing to replace the ones whoe had retired.Bob
Preston.Alec Whitaker.,Collin ilgon.and later Blll and .John Fielding and
Colin Heskecth allmade thetir mark InOpen Lime tilals tn the poriod between
1946 and 19506
Ala¢ Whitaker was afirm believer In the ovld Hronte tradition of long
and fast miles for training,and became A very jpood long distance
rider.taking third place in the Laneg-R.C."12"in his firgt attemplt at the
distance with a total of 247 miles.He also won the Y.C.F.'100° inllﬂiﬁ
with 4:37 on a hard morning. Bob Preston took several places in open 25's
and '50's with times in the region ot i:% and 2:10, whil'ist Colln Sllson
and Colin Hesketh each did “one ones" for the ﬁhtat a' time when such
rides were very thin vn the ‘ground. .

With tegard to administration of the Club.from (Y942 tollﬁﬁz id Peacock

was Presldent and Harry Mc Kechnle was Eperatary. The pnsth apf *Treasurets
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(classic)} event.

After 1953.,5id Peacock's falling health induced him to step down as
President. and Sam Smith,the Club's timekeeper was elected 10 the
Prasidency.Atr about this Lime,also, Al Whitanker becamée General
Sacretary,and Colin Silson Treasurer.

Alan Barrett and Mervyn Coates had now jolned the Club and both turned
out excellent time trial performances especially.at the longer distances.
Donald Mitchell did some steriing rides for the Club in the mid 1950"'s,but
something had departed from the Club spirit which had been present so
strongly In the pre-war Years.Members drifted away in search of work or
promotion,theClub's activities gradually lost thelr vigour,and in 1956 a
General Meeting was held at whichm was dectided to place the Club's
affairs"under wraps'until better times should arrive.Harry Mc Kechnle was
appointed custodian of the Club's finances and other elfects,the remaining
members transferred to the Keighley R.C. and the Bronte Wheelers became

morlbund for a period of nearly sglixteen years.

Record Rides.There had been a long tradition of place to place record
attempts in the Club's history,particularly the arduous Keighley-
Morecambe-Kelghley record,a dlstance of 104 miles over very hilly
country.The record was established in 1933 by Harry Mc Kechnle with a time
of Ghr.i8min.and this was"modernised"by Fred Rushton in 1936 to GhriZimin.

Fred was a powerful rider,one of the wvery few to beat the famous
Monckton C.C.trio of Earnshaw.Larkin, and Martin at their own pel dlstance
of fifty miles.He must have had a partlicularly good day and been”on
song"as they say nowadays,for successive atlempts by Firth, Hey, andMc
Kechnie failed to dislodge his hold on the record.All three were within
minutes of the record,and it has always been a particular regret of my own
that | was robbed of the record by an untlmely crossing gate atl
Kildwick.missing the record by one minute.lt was certalnly the best-flde
of my career!

Fred held the racord for four tean years until it was
again"modernised"by Alec Whitaker in 1950 with a time of L:20:a conslstent
ride of 2:32 out Lo Morecambe, and 2:44 back. He also setl up a .new
Keighley to Settle and back record in 1950 with a time of Zhr.l4min.fer
Lhe 49% mlles
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o+



T
In 1972,the writer was approached by Tow Macdonald.Paul Loftus. and
Chris.wWilkinson who were oeadine oxpansnis of the Cyelovcross spart. The
trio were not happy with thetr present clubs.and proposed that | call a
meeting of former Bronte members in order 1o 14 sctivane Lha Glub.,
This was Jjust what | had been walting for,and | oreadily agread to
circularise my former club-mates for this purpuse. A meellng was called

for Tuesday June 20th 1%72,was reasonably woll atibiondnd and the proposal

to re-activata the Club was unanimously agreed

Thus was sStarted a now era 1n Lhe Bisrary waf rhe ClabThe Hronle Whs. now
becamavery well known in that arducus sub-section ol oyoling spart where the
competltors have to have the cromblpod abilities of firuc - olass urosy CoOoUuntry

runner.first clagss time-trial eyelist and pxtromely axpert.nlcyele handler.

The officials appointed at the Inaugural meeting werelPresident Sanm
smith.Secretary/Treasurer David Mo Kechnio,the latter being  the flrs?t
appearance in offlce of the sccond generalion o Bronle Whs olhers were Ic
follow. In 1474 and 197% Sid Peacock retuined 1o oftlce as President anc
Eileen Cropper was elected as Sec./Treavuror.Club  time trials and oper
Cyclo-cross events were promoted nqn Club Binnors ware held,

Sadly., 4in 1975,after a lifetime of servite to the Club our Presldent Sl
Peacock died of heart fallure:his funeral wns attended by 4 gnoﬁfﬁ?fﬂruntt
Whs.of all apes. He was succeepdad In offlee by hls daughtar Brenda nob
Mre.Nolan-Mr and Mrs. Nolan intimated that they wishod te donate a trophy &t
a memorial toe 8Sid and after discussion lngting wuver several commilitted
meetings,itwas decided 0 award the trophy spnually for meriterious Servici
1o the Clu@rjﬁfﬂrably in gsome adpinistrativi ot llce,. but not necessarily so

The first recipient was Harty Me Kechndie in 1276 and ho was fellowed b

Tom Macdonald and subsequently by Paul Loftus:billeaen CropperiJohn NorthiJoh

Brooks and Frank O'Dwyer.not necessarily In that order. o
Difflculties about venue for meatings were rasolved by the kind offer from

Brenda and Philip Nolan of accommodatiun in the (lat over thelr shop 1
Cavendish St.This convenient waenue lasted until the Nolans left the sho
below,.when we obtained much less satisfactory accommodation for rent in th
Church schoolrooms of St.John's Ingrow.After o stay there. we moved to th
institute at Cross Roads and thence to our present accommodation at th
Church schoolrooms Exley Head.

In the competitive sphere cur riders were doing very well lndeed.The tea
of Macdonald,Loftus, and Wilkinson were Toam Champlons of”Lhe N.cf Englan
for five s=sucgcesslve years . and Yorkshlre Team Champién;. g1x times,al
these,of course. in the sport of Cyclo-cross.In the Thf&é Peaks Cran Cros
event, in which compeiltors cyvcle or run carrying thelr cycles over the top

of the three mountains,Whernside,lngleboro’and Peayghent, a punlshing rout
b




f 26 miles,the Bronte riders wWoib thee (aam event ¢leht ijnL.The?qgggc
represented Yorkshire as a tleam In the ITnter Counlbles Champlonships,

individually,Tom Macdonald had won ithe Thret  PPoaks dn 1968 and was
‘orkshire Cyclo-crioss Champlon  In 1971. Paul Loftus was Yorks.Cyelo-Ccross
“hampion In 1974,and rode for Great Brivnin at home sng oabiooad.

Chris.Wllkinson won the Threo Poaks {or Brond im 149Y2. A well-Known Cross
~ountry rfunner John Norih,had becomo interested in faking up the combined
sport.and through hls contacis with Hronte in tho inrﬁn Peaks (runners are
soually demented dAbout this athletic challenpge)he Joined Lhe Bronte Cyclo
~rpss team and became an active club wembet Jeyeling over from Lancashlire to
the Clubrocom every Monda) evontne and Becoming the Club Troeasyurer.John won
ihe Three Peaks for Bronte in 1980,and stlll hoolds the amateur record fer
the route with a time of 2Zhr.41 min. in 14998 John nxpreﬂﬁud the intentlon
nf attacking John Rawnsley's reccord far Gyclo-cross riding,along the full
length of Lhoe Pannine Way.Much preparalliafn was Livolved, but 4in
1979, supported by a team of helpers from the ©Club.ne triumpnantly traversed
the 204 miles,cat rying or riding hiy bleyele in 3] Time of
7days:8hrs:45min.,a record which he gtil)l holdi.

A youthful Phillip Websier now began Lo make his mark in Cyclo-cross
avents,and among other syccegsng  he bepcame Junior Record Holder over the
Three Peaks circult which title has never boen Lakoen from him.The Cryclo-
closs era was now coming to a clese Paul Liof tus moved out eF the
district,Chris Wilkinson started his own business and Tom Macdonald became
interested in cross country running.

In 1976 anothnerfundamental decision had boeen taken,lhat Lo for the Club
1o seek the financlal support of a sponsor.The Eatala Agenls MeManus & Poole
of Cavendish Si.Keighley were approathed,and contented Lo glve suppoft to
thae Club.Thils ié a decision we have never roprectediMeManus & Poole have
bean averything a club could wish fromw &# sponsar.They have never
interfered.but always been supportive e;p oceaslons such as Annual Dinners
etc.and the financial support has always been readily avallable and passed
gver without demur.We wera somewhat concarned that . ng the Cyclo-Ccross
successes came to an end they might feel that there was now nothlng in 1t
for them:;but no Such Crisis prose, supporl was vontinued,.and in the light of
the story of the last few yecars. we hope that they fecl that we in L[UTD.
have kept our side of the bargaln by keeping the firm's name well ln front
of the public eyve.

During the perfod from 1975 1o 1981, Francis O"Dwyer had bpeen the driving
forcebehind the Club'activitles,but he now indlcaled Lthatl pressure of home
sffairscompelled him to relinguish his post and & new st of officlals had
tobe found.An interesting development in the Club life had been that due to
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(due to)the Club's interest In schoolboy cycle sport we wertrecﬂivizg a

steady stream of young recruits.chiefly from Uakbank School.This scurce of
recrultment s largely due to tLhe Sports Master at Bronte School.Mr Red
Fletcher who is a member of ESCA (the English Schools COycling A&suclation)ﬂur
young recruits were recelving thelrs impulse towards cycling sport whilst at
Bronte School and taking it with them to Dakbank.

The parents of these young men became interested in the Club through thelr
gsons.and from these parents we roceived a new influx of mature members who
guickly became invelved in the administration nf the Club. Kelih Simpson
our indefatigable Secretary,Fraser Dunn our Tiroeusurer fo seven yearsg,John
Robinson our present Treasurer,and Max Grange,committee member and genaral
facilitator are only some of the products of this reversad infective
process.David Webster who has promoted our Cyelo-cross Open for many Years
was similarly drawn in by the interest of hlg sons Steve and Phillip. At the
time of writing, we are very well [lxed as regards mature officials,.but wae
must make sure that when these pillars of the Club begln te crumble, we have
trained and prepared our younger membuers to snatch the baton from their
failineg egrasp and to carry on the Club's successes far into the dlstant
future. We have already made a start in Lhis directlon.lan Hodgson is nobly
beating up under the heat and burden of beinpg Hacing Secretary.and we have
gseveral young maembers on the Club Commitiees

We are also now bepginning 1o make our presence felt In the world of Road
"Racling.John Flanagan has had one or two good wing in this form of the sport
and no doubt his successes will stimulate some of our young neophytes tc

partake cf this form of self-sunighment. i

There are two other 1lopics worthy of mention before [ c¢lose. The

circuit training astablished on Monday avenings by

our Coach -

Bob.Hainsworth has been running since he jJjoined us In 1579. The weary alr

with which the devotees of t(his training drift | n for thelr "cuppa’

afterwards tells better than words how ardudus a process the elircuit

traln ing is. As a rFood foundation for early season road work,it has

proved to be without peer.bBob alto mests the vounrer pembers on Saturday

mornings to glve help and advice on Cyclo-tross Lraining.In this sport we

now have a very promising band of young riders who are winnlng awards

most weekends In the "cross"season. Bobswork for the Club has been a
polenl factor in our recent successges.long may he (lourish!.

The Veteran Group in the Clulb,for members who wish

as time-trisllists after the apge of forty is alsoe prusperous.Riders such

ag Stan Rowntree,Keith Nayvlor.and Mick Farrar set thé standard by -

Lo continue racing

their"under the hour performances and the resc of us fﬁlluw in their wake

and hope some day to emulate their feats. To cover 25 miles in times of

b6 minutes at the age of L0 is only one example of the achievements of

i, S

this proup of riders. 2
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| would like to conclude this brisf history by saylog how happy Lt #ade me
personally,.to travel down to Derby on January 14th with a party of Club
members to Join in the rejolcing as our new crop of young supermen wefit up
1o receive their awards as Schoolboy Champlon and School Champion Team at 10

milas. Eér readers who are not aware of thode recent suyccessas,let me say

that Richard Robson,this year, won the flinal ol the George Herbert Stancer

Memorial Competition.Thls makes him Champlon Schoolboy al Len miles for

1988 ,and with the able support of his club- mates Jﬂff Littlewood and Nathan

Fox they also carried off the Schouls Team Shield (which is ENORMOUS ) . The

fact thal they were superficially carrying tha calours of Oakbank School

cannot hide the fact that,at heart, lhey are Bronte wheelers,and we had

t ,onte more, after a lapse of exactly fi1fLy years. three Bronte Wheelers on
the Champioenship platform.

There is also litrle doubt,because of thoese three young men and many

others we have aof similar ability,that the Club’'s name 18 about to ring

thtoughout the cycling world,as {t did in the nineteen thirties. | hope I

gurvive to sae fed
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Harry Mc Kechnie,

Club Mresidant.
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